Course Change Form – IAT 206 Media Across Cultures
Niranjan Rajah, School of Interactive Arts and Technology
October 10 2006
Existing Course Number/Title: IAT 206 Media Across Cultures
Please check appropriate revision(s) being recommended:
Course Number: _____ Credit Hour: _____ Title: _____
Description: __x___ Prerequisite: _____ Vector: _____
Description Change:
From:
A critique of current approaches to media and the design of cultural interfaces. Cultural differences in art, design and communication are examined and related to current trends in new media. Culturally appropriate alternatives to ethnocentric norms are explored through creative media projects.

To:
This course develops a discursive framework for media, design and cultural interfaces from diverse settings. It begins with a characterization of 'new media', and an overview of relevant historical, theoretical, ethical and critical approaches; and questions of access and democracy in the context of globalization. This is followed by an examination of particular scenarios from different contexts ranging from mainstream media art, Japanese new media, to Indian interface design, community computing, open source, Southeast Asian media art, and Islamic networking.  Assessment will be based on written and a project work. Upon completing this course students will have gained an ability to interpret, negotiate, and engage with new media in diverse settings, with an awareness of the significance of cultural difference.

Rationale: 
The course description has been expanded in line with the original description to indicate 1) a contextualizing theoretical aspect which frames 2) consideration of particular cultural scenarios.
