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Calendar Information

Course Number: IAT 233
Course Title: Spatial Design

Credit Hours: 3 Vector: 1-0-0-2 (lecture-tutorial-seminar-laboratory(lab unit counts as 2hours))
Course Description

Designing and understanding spaces used by people. The iterative process of making and criticising, experiencing and analysing spatial form. Compositional ideas for form making. Critical thinking applied to design. Computers are the principal medium for form-making and visualisation. 
Prerequisite:

IAT 102-3 Graphic Design or an approved course in design.
Recommended: None.
Corequisite: None.
Special Instructions: None.
Course(s) to be dropped if this course is approved: None.

Rationale for Introduction of this Course

This course provides an introduction to designing of spaces used by people. There is no comparable course at SFU. The course combines instruction in both creative action and critical thought. Composition, the development of designs from abstract spatial ideas, is the primary model of creative action. Critical thinking introduces concepts of truth, free will and knowing; opinions and beliefs, and moral questions and judgment. Good designers weave these two activities together in very subtle ways, but action and criticism are always present in successful processes. The two activities are quite different; creative action involves proposing what might be, critical thought involves understanding how a design might work. The course provides students with both a theoretical overview and practical experience in these core ideas.
Will this be a required or elective course in the curriculum; probable enrolment when offered?

Required for all SIAT students; enrolment estimated at 200 per year.

Scheduling and Registration Information

Indicate Semester and Year this course would be first offered and planned frequency of offering thereafter.

2007-3 and annually thereafter.
Which of your present CFL faculty have the expertise to offer this course? Will the course be taught by sessional or limited term faculty?

Robert Woodbury, Chantal Gibson, Diane Gromala, Halil Erhan, Maia Engeli, Russell Taylor

Are there any proposed student fees associated with this course other than tuition fees?

No.

Is this course considered a `duplicate' of any current or prior course under the University's duplicate course policy? Specify, as appropriate.

No. 

Resource Implications

Note: Senate has approved (S.93-11) that no new course should be approved by Senate until funding has been committed for necessary library materials. Each new course proposal must be accompanied by a library report and, if appropriate, confirmation that funding arrangements have been addressed.

Provide details on how existing instructional resources will be redistributed to accommodate this new course. For instance, will another course be eliminated or will the frequency of offering of other courses be reduced; are there changes in pedagogical style or class sizes that allow for this additional course offering.

This course is introduced as a part of the larger SIAT curriculum redesign. Several SIAT courses will be eliminated making resources available to accommodate this course. 

Does the course require specialized space or equipment not readily available in the department or university, and if so, how will these resources be provided?

No.

Does this course require computing resources (e.g. hardware, software, network wiring, use of computer laboratory space) and if so, describe how they will be provided.

No.

Course Outline

Spatial Design is concerned with making and understanding spaces used by people. Students engage in the process of making and criticising, experiencing and analysing form. Computers are the principal medium for both form-making and visualisation. The course is structured around an iterative design cycle comprising the creation and criticism of designs in the context of specified design briefs. Problems may vary in duration from an exercise to be completed in a single two-hour tutorial to a multi-week design project with an interim review. Design precedents are used extensively in framing and discussing design work.

Delivery Method: Lectures and tutorials

Learning Activities and Evaluation:

· 50% Final project, including preliminary submissions

· 35% tutorial tasks and small assignments

· 15% general participation and participation as a critic in design reviews.

Texts, Resources & Materials
Readings will include selected chapters from:

Abbott, Edwin Abbott, Flatland : a romance of many dimensions. Oxford University Press, Oxford ; New York, 2006.
Gärdenfors, Peter, Conceptual Spaces - The Geometry of Thought. The MIT Press, Cambridge, MA, USA, 2000.
Kwinter, Sanford, Architectures of Times: Toward a Theory of the Event in Modernist Culture. MIT Press, Cambridge, USA, 2001. 

Tschumi, Bernard, Architecture and Disjunction. MIT Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1995.

van de Ven, Cornelis., Space in Architecture. Van Gorcum Assen, Amsterdam, Netherlands, 1978.

Vidler, Anthony, Warped Space: Art, Architecture, and Anxiety in Modern Culture. The MIT Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, England, 2000.

