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Calendar Information

Course Number: IAT 235-3
Course Title: Information Design

Credit Hours: 3 

Vector: 1-0-1-2 (lecture-tutorial-seminar-laboratory(lab unit counts as 2hours))
Course Description

This course introduces students to the theory and practice of designing visual displays of information. Students will learn to visually translate textual, numerical and evidentiary information so that it can be communicated to diverse user communities and contexts. An emphasis will be on the understanding how the meaning of images can change over time and across contexts and cultures. Beginning with photographic images, interactive charts, graphs, and maps, projects progress to more complex information in media forms ranging from advanced aspects of the web to interactive 3D visualizations. The relationship between visual display is explored in relation to its technology of creation, including code and information architecture.
Prerequisite:

Completion of IAT 102-3 Graphic Design
Recommended: None.
Corequisite: None.
Special Instructions: None.
Course(s) to be dropped if this course is approved: 

Rationale for Introduction of this Course

This course is introduced as a part of the larger SIAT curriculum redesign. It introduces a fundamental base of material required for success in the design of information-intensive displays. This set of knowledge and skills is central to the needs of students in SIAT  
Will this be a required or elective course in the curriculum; probable enrolment when offered?

Required for all SIAT students. Enrolment estimated at 200 per year.

Rationale for Introduction of this Course
This course offers design and development of a major project that integrates the skills and concepts learned within a particular concentration and prepare students for working in the real world context. 

Scheduling and Registration Information
Indicate Semester and Year this course would be first offered and planned frequency of offering thereafter.
2007-3 and annually thereafter.

Which of your present CFL faculty have the expertise to offer this course? Will the course be taught by sessional or limited term faculty?
Bartram, Gromala, Erhan, Calvert 
The course will be preferably taught by tenured or tenure-track faculty. 

Are there any proposed student fees associated with this course other than tuition fees?
No.

Is this course considered a `duplicate' of any current or prior course under the University's duplicate course policy? Specify, as appropriate.
Resource Implications
Note: Senate has approved (S.93-11) that no new course should be approved by Senate until funding has been committed for necessary library materials. Each new course proposal must be accompanied by a library report and, if appropriate, confirmation that funding arrangements have been addressed.
Provide details on how existing instructional resources will be redistributed to accommodate this new course. For instance, will another course be eliminated or will the frequency of offering of other courses be reduced; are there changes in pedagogical style or class sizes that allow for this additional course offering.
This course does not utilize library resources.

Does the course require specialized space or equipment not readily available in the department or university, and if so, how will these resources be provided?
This course uses existing equipment available at SIAT.

Does this course require computing resources (e.g. hardware, software, network wiring, use of computer laboratory space) and if so, describe how they will be provided.
This course utilizes computers, software and lab space already available at SIAT. 

Course Outline

Courses Objectives:
In this course students will:….
Delivery Method: Studio Lab (SL)
Evaluation:
Participation: 20%

Assignments: 20%

Presentation: 20%

Documentation 20%

Portfolio Project 20%

Texts, Resources & Materials

Computer Lab

Sturken & Cartwright. Practices of Looking: An Introduction to Visual Culture. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001.

Tufte. The Visual Display of Quantitative Information. 2nd ed. Graphics Press; 2nd edition, 2001.

Tufte, Visual Explanations: Images and Quantities, Evidence and Narrative. Graphics Press; 2nd edition, 1997.


1

